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autobiography, which was written primarily for his 
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notes in his retirement career of scientific biography, ‘the 
subject’s distortion of history may arise from a selective 
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"
Cornford describes one of the political methods Tribe employed 
with aplomb when there was a ‘job’ to be done as ‘Squaring’. 
The process ‘can be carried on at lunch; but it is better that we 
should meet casually. The proper course to pursue is to walk, 
between 2 and 4 p.m., up and down [between University House 
and the Raymond Priestley Building], and more particularly 
that part of it [known as Professors’ Walk’]. When we have 
succeeded in meeting accidentally, it is etiquette to talk about 
indifferent matters for ten minutes and then part. After walking 
five paces in the opposite direction you should call me back, and 
begin with the words, “Oh, by the way, if you should happen ... 
”. The nature of Your Job must then be vaguely indicated, 
without mentioning names; and it should be treated by both 
parties as a matter of very small importance. You should hint 
that I am a very influential person, and that the whole thing is 
a secret between us. Then we shall part as before, and I shall 
call you back and introduce the subject of My Job, in the same 
formula. By observing this procedure we shall emphasise the fact 
that there is no connection whatever between my supporting 
your Job and your supporting mine. This absence of connection is 
the essential feature of Squaring. 
 
Remember this: the men who get things done are the men who 
walk up and down [this route] from two to four, every day of 
their lives. You can either join them, and become a powerful 
person; or you can join the great throng of those who spend all 
their time in preventing them from getting things done, and in 
the larger task of preventing one another from doing anything 
whatever. This is the Choice of Hercules, when Hercules takes to 
politics.’112 
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